
 
Criminal Court Process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crime Reported 

Investigation by Police Charges are not filed 

Police charge the Offender    Offender 

held in custody (remand) or released on 

bail or summonsed to appear in court 

 

Proceeds of crime identified  and referred 

to OPP for consideration 

Indictable (serious) offences forwarded 

to OPP for prosecution 

Investigation Stage 

Filing hearing and Committal mention 
May include bail application 

 

Pre-trial stage (Magistrates’ Court) 

Contested Committal 
Witnesses may be required to give 

evidence 
 

Discharged 

Committal to stand trial 
 

OPP will review and  

may take to trial 

Possible trial Straight hand-up brief                
 (bypass committal hearing) 

 
Plea Guilty Plea Not Guilty 

Reserved Plea 
End of Case 

Pre-trial Hearing                      
Directions hearings                            

Possible bail application 
 

Trial Stage                                      
(County or Supreme Court) 

Trial                                                    
Witnesses are required to give evidence 

 

Decision to proceed with 

retrial 

Guilty Not Guilty Hung Jury 

End of Case 

OPP will review and may 

take to trial 

Plea Stage                                             
(County or Supreme Court) 

Plea Hearing                                    
Directions hearings                            

Possible bail application 
 

Applications may be made for:               

Disposal Orders   Forfeiture Orders 

Pecuniary penalty orders Sex 

offences registration orders 

Sentence Hearing                                 
Victim Impact Statement                    

Compensation 
 

End of Case 

Sentence Stage                                     
(County or Supreme Court) 

Appeals against conviction and/or 
sentence                                                             

Possible bail application 
 

Appeal Stage                                          
(Court of Appeal or High Court) 

Conviction appeal 

dismissed 

Conviction 

appeal 

dismissed 

Sentence appeal 

dismissed 

Sentence appeal 

allowed and 

offender is 

resentenced 

End of 

Case 

Acquittal Possible 

trial 

Summary (less serious) offences 

prosecuted by Police 


